
More than eight thousand miles, hours of plane flights, and the expanse of the Pacific Ocean 
separate the Southeast Asian country of Vietnam from the Midwest state of Missouri, but the 
two are connected in many ways. This graphic was created to show the ties of two seemingly 
unrelated counties as part of an project to share non-crisis news to Missouri audiences.
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US Vietnamese Immigration

Of the 
nearly 1 

million 
Vietnamese 

that have 
moved

to the US, 
approximately 

136 thousand are 
living in the 

Midwest, less than 
any other region .
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This graphic was created as a part of a larger project to connect local audiences with non-crisis international news. For more 
information, and to see oth er components of the project, visit www.noncrisisreporting.wordpress.com.
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Springfield:
512  Vietnamese

St. Louis:
5,537 
Vietnamese

Kansas City:
5,140  Vietnamese 

Columbia:
448  Vietnamese

Carthage:
Carthage, Mo. is home to the Marian Days 
festival the first weekend of every August. 
This festival attracts tens of thousands of Vietnamese 
Roman Catholics from around the country.

Where are Missourian Vietnamese?
Of the 136 thousand Vietnamese in the Midwest, more than 17.5 
thousand have settled in Missouri, mostly in the major cities.

The US is home to more than one and a half million people who identify as 
Vietnamese, about .5 percent of the US population. About one third were 
born in the US, while the other two thirds were born in Vietnam.

Native: 32.2%

Foreign Born: 67.8%

Country of Origin

Total Population
Missourians:
6 million

Vietnamese:
88.8 million

= 1 million people

Landmass

Missouri: 68.7 thousand 
square miles

By the Numbers Vietnam has almost twice the land mass of the state of Missouri, but it has nearly 15 
times the population. Despite this, Vietnam is still more than twice as rural as Missouri.

Urban v Rural Population

Vietnam Missouri
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Vietnam: 
127.9 
thousand 
square 
miles

During the 2010 census only 14.5 thousand Vietnamese lived in 
Missouri. Over the next two years, the Missouri Vietnamese grew 
by around 1.3 thousand. Though American Community survey hasn’t 
released more recent data, at this growth rate close to 20 thousand 
Vietnamese will be living in Missouri by 2014. That’s roughly the 
population of the Missouri city of Rolla, and about two thousand 
more than Hannibal. 

What’s Vietnam to a Missourian?
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